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THE FOREGROUND AREA

The foreground area lies between the house and the street. In
the United States this area is generously left open to the gaze of
the passersby, thereby improving the appearance of the whole
neighborhood. A home owner should take into consideration the
foreground landscaping of his neighbors when planning his own.
He should not plant anything in the parking strip unless the entire
street has .done so. Indeed, if neighbors would cooperate in de-
signing the foregrounds of their properties, or if the front yards
of an entire street could be treated as a unit, without divisions be-
tween them, the advantage to all would be enormous.

The foreground landscaping is primarily for the purpose of en-
hancing the appearance of the house. A simple, open foreground
that does not hide or detract from the beauty of the house is de-
sirable. The lawn, which usually comprises most of this area,
should be unbroken. Shrubs, combined with a few medium-height
trees and possibly some flowers, should ordinarily frame the lawn
at both sides near the house, directing the attention to the house.
A restrained, dignified effect in design and color is advisable.

The planting around the foundation of the house should not be
one continuous mass; empty spaces should occur. Larger masses
and higher forms are usually placed at corners, because transition
and strength are particularly necessary where architectural angles
are the most pronounced. Between the high plants and the lawn,
lower shrubs should provide a natural intermediate step. Little
or no planting is needed at the base of a house which does not have
a definite and visible foundation. Planting should never be allowed
to obscure the views from windows.

The focal point of the front-yard planting is usually at the
front entrance door. Emphasis is often achieved there by means
of a pair of distinctive shrubs or trees which suit the house. They
must not crowd the entrance walk or they will appear forbidding
instead of welcoming.

An inviting approach is important. A straight entrance walk
located at one side of the lawn, so that it can be decoratively treated
as part of the border, is most desirable.. If it passes through the
lawn it must be without planting. Walks of bricks or darkened
concrete are functional and inconspicuous.